A note on designing tissue compensators for parallel opposed fields.
Missing tissue compensators are typically made to correct for the tissue defect separately for each of two parallel opposed radiation fields. Arguments and experimental evidence are provided to show that a more uniform dose distribution is achieved throughout the irradiated volume if the compensator is designed so that each opposed field delivers an equal dose to a surface defining midmass between the opposed body surfaces. An expedient method to approximate this result is to simply divide equally between the two parallel opposed fields the total amount of compensation otherwise required.